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To: National Park Authority, 25 November 2022 
From: Gareth Jones, Director of Planning & Place 
 

Public Attendance and Speaking at Committee Meetings 
 

Decision Required YES ☒ / NO ☐ Agenda Item 14 

 

Recommendation 

Considers and approve the proposed Public Attendance and Speaking at 

Committee Meetings policy as set out in Appendix One of this report. 

Delegates updates to document links and formatting of the policy to the Director of 

Planning and Place  

 

Key Messages 

1. The purpose of this report is to review and update the Authority’s public 
speaking scheme for members of the public. 

2. The proposed Public Participation and Speaking at Committee Meetings 
policy provides more detailed information on public speaking at committee 
meetings and outlines procedures for public speaking at Planning 
Committee meetings.  

3. The policy will be reviewed and, where appropriate, updated on a regular 
basis.  

 
Background 

 
1. Public Speaking Scheme 

1.1 The Authority’s public speaking scheme is available on the Authority’s website.  This 
provides guidance to members of the public on the process and procedures for 
speaking at the Authority’s committee meetings. 

 
1.2  In accordance with good practice, the guidance has been reviewed and an updated 

policy proposed to provide additional clarity on public speaking arrangements and 
procedures.  The proposed document (Appendix 1) sets out the current regulatory 
context and outlines proposed procedures for members of the public to participate 
and speak at meetings.     
 

1.3 The proposed policy provides more detailed guidance on public speaking procedures 

for Planning Committee meetings where public speaking requests are a frequent 

occurrence.   
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Relation to Authority Priorities 

 
This is a procedural matter related to the operation of the Authority which requires NPA 
approval. 

 
Impact Analysis 

 
Financial – There are no cost implications associated with this recommendation. 
 
Legal – the Monitoring Officer has been consulted on the proposed changes to the public 

participation and speaking policy which is in accordance with our multi location 
meetings Policy and Standing Orders. 

 
Diversity – The proposed changes have no diversity implications. 
 
Human Resources – There are no staffing implications with this recommendation. 
 
Sustainability – There are no sustainability implications with this recommendation. 

 
Risk 

 
Key internal challenges include: 

• The Public Attendance and Speaking at Committee Meetings policy is intended to provide 

clear guidance to members of the public.  A clearly written, up to date policy will help provide 

clarification of procedures and minimise any confusion to members of the public. In doing so, 

it helps manage risks to the Authority. 

 
Conclusion and Next Steps 

 
The proposed policy as set out in Appendix 1 of this report is intended to update and 

strengthen guidance to members of the public on the procedures for speaking at the 

Authority’s committee meetings.   

The updated document will be published on the Authority’s website once the proposed 

changes have been considered and agreed by the National Park Authority. 
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Appendix One: Public Participation & Speaking at Committee Meetings policy, 

November 2022 

 


